B2 NEWS RELEASE

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE
United States Department of Agriculture « Washington, DC 20250
Ag Statistics Hotline: (800) 727-9540 « www.nass.usda.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Sue King
Sue.king@nass.usda.gov
(202) 690-8122

NASS Invites Public to 24th Annual Morris Hansen Lecture
Exploring advancements in technology, data and impact on official statistics, privacy

Washington, Jan. 6, 2015 — Advancements in technology, the rise of big data, and demand for more
accurate, timely, official statistics under tightened budgets will be among the topics explored at the 24th
Annual Morris Hansen Lecture. The Morris Hansen Lecture series is one of many public education and
outreach activities in which the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service participates each year.

This year’s keynote speaker, Danny Pfeffermann, Ph.D., will discuss the potential use of big data;
increasing data accessibility while maintaining privacy and confidentiality; possible uses of data obtained
from web-panels; addressing the problems of response burden and nonresponse; mode effects and proxy
surveys; integration of statistical and geospatial information. Dr. Pfeffermann is Professor of Statistics at
the University of Southampton in England, the National Statistician and Head of the Central Bureau of
Statistics for Israel, and current President of the International Association of Survey Statisticians.

The lecture series was established by the Washington Statistical Society to honor Morris Hansen and his
pioneering contributions to survey sampling and related statistical methods during his long and
distinguished career at the U.S. Census Bureau. The event is hosted in Washington at the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Jefferson Auditorium, Jan. 20, 2015 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. This event is free and
open to the public; however, advanced registration is required and can be made online here:
www.nass.usda.gov/Education_and_Outreach/Morris_Hansen/index.php

Additional speakers include Lawrence Brown, Professor of Statistics, Wharton School, University of
Pennsylvania, and John Eltinge, Associate Commissioner for Survey Methods Research, Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

The event is sponsored by the Washington Statistical Society, the National Agricultural Statistics Service
and Westat Inc.
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NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and
is committed to providing timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to
USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992
(English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136
(Spanish Federal-relay).
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